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A PRAYER

Bestow upon us, O God,
that courage which Thou
alone givest: that we
anay meei serenely whatever
comes, and may never fail
to think brave thoughts and
do brave deeds, through
Jesus Christ, our Lord.

|

Argentine R.C.A.F.

Volunteei-s

i Sixteen young Argentine R.C.AF. volunteers were caught by the pho tographer of the ‘Montreal Star”
| as they arrived in Ottawa on Octo ebr 17, where they were met by M r. James S. Duncan, Depuly Min-
» isier for Air, who is also a former resident of Buenos Aires. They a re training at the manning depot

— LUCHARBAN PORB LA DEMOCBACIA

at Toronto. .

OTTAWA., — E| ministro
interino de la Defaren




it's pouring now. = 5 ]
“Hilary Caldwell has got his
‘wings” Young Malcolm Bentiz
has been flying fighters over Iq 2
France and got shot down the
other day, but he managed to
land his ‘plane -in England. Gos-
sip (who used to be with ‘The
Standard’) has a commission in -
the A A and has just gone East.”
The writer concludes with the
remark: “I hope we'll be back with
you before too long. The Russian
affair may shorten things a bit.”

__llﬁ_ﬂbﬁﬁp % L/‘&/g EL LITORAL — Sibado 21 de ma._f;o de 1942
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e interpelar al ministro ‘Acevedo, so |
bre estos asuntos.
Un aviador santafesino en Ia
. sufrrn
| ROSARIO 21. — Se ha sabido

que en el reciente bombardeo de

| los objetivos militares de Nipoles

¥ Palermo realizado por la avia-

cién inglesa, tuvo un papel de im-

‘ !portanc§a el piloto F. M. Benitez,
| Manejaba un avion de bombar- |

| ded Wellington e iba con orden de
atacar a Nipoles, pero fallé uno

de los motores, lanzando entonces
| todas sus bombas sobre la hase
naval de Palermo, con excelentes
resultados.
’ El mencionado piloto nacig en

la estacién La California departa-
men_{o Belgrano, de nuestra pro-
vineia.

Argentine Volunteer
Raids Palermo

- CAIRO, March 6.
ESPITE the failure of one of the engines of

his Wellington bomber, Pilot Officer F. M. NoTICIAS CRAEICAS. é /3 /‘ 2.

Benitz of La California, Argentina, a member

- ! 3 - 2
O}f tgelR.C.A.F., TE::;;‘“ on his way to bomb Un Al‘ge]lllllo onla WA 3
the Palermo nava :

His original mission had, — = Como Bombas Destinadas a

been to raid Naples but on the | N P C 2
return journey he found that apoles Cayeron en Palermo
i is bomb L CAIRO, 6 (A.P.). — Un ciudadano argentino, piloto de la
“he mechanm{n ot <4 Real Fuerza Aérea (RAF), eumplio llt';:l miision militar, a
release had Jammed and the pesar de tener dificultades en su maquina, Se trata de un jo-
3 board ven de La California, en I provincia de Buenos Aires, cuyn
bombs were still aboard. nombre es I°, M, Benitz, que canducia un bombardern “‘g-
" t the lli:llgt.r_m con la orden de atacar los ohjetivos militares de Na.
stead of jettisoning poles,
hoIghs, he regained height and Pero sobrevino una falla en unn de los motores y enton-
deliberately headed for Palermo, cos el aviador argentino lanzo sus bombas sobre la hase naval

de Palermo, cen buenos result:dos. |

coming in low owing to the fa.i.lur_e .
of his motor, am:lh dropped his |
bombs on the target area. !

Dilot officer Benitz was educated
in England. — (AP.)
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© . OFFICEP FPANK VALCOLM BENNITZ ~C éﬁm BUBNOSAIPES FAMILY LIVED THEPE
Y

AWAPDED DFC PA™A _ 3
. BENNITZ HEN SEPGEANTPILOT WA w PLANE ATTACKED NAPLES NIGHT OCT

- OBER YESTERYE® S10P CITATIO POSTSICCESSFUL ATTACK POPTENGINE
PLANE BEGANBAIL RBOKMIK COUPSE PPOBA:E DISCOVEPED SEVERAL BOMSS STILL
HUNGUP STOP ALTHONGH DEFECTIVE GAVE LITILE POWEP CAUSED PLANE LOSE HEI _
/~GHT BENNITZ CHANGED COUPSE PROALTEPNATIVE TAPGET FINALLY DPOPPED BOMB
/=S HEAVILY DEFENDED AREA PALEPMOD PAPA =
7L VIATWIS TIdE POPTENGINE COWPLETELY FAILED WHEK PLAKE FOUPGCVENOIGHTNOU S
\ GHT FEET STOP BENNITZ HEADED PLANE TOWARDS COAST OPDE® AVOID WOUNTAIN
\ AND VIAFINE AIPUANSHIP SUCCEEDED PEAGHING BASE LANDING SAFELY SHOWED - -~
~ GREAT COUPAGE DETEPWINATION ENOITEW pos O
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Pilot O'l’l'ic;rcﬂaloolm Benilz

e ™ O

Courage,
Skill. and

Determination

Piiol Oﬂi—:e_r. Benifz
Awarded the D.F.C.

LONDON, April 6.

R.A.F. Pilot Officer,
Frank Malcolm Benitz,
R.C.A.F., born in Buenos Ai-
res, where his family live,
has been awarded the D.F.C.

Benitz. when a Sergeant Pilot
was captain of a plane which at-
tacked Naples one night in October
of last year,

The citation states:

“after a successful attack the
port engine began to fail, when
Benitz on a course for his base
discovered several bombs still hung
up- Although the defective engine
gave little power and caused the
plane to'lose height, Benitz chang-
ed his course for an alternative
target and finally dropped the
bombs on a heavily defended area
in Palermo.

“By this time the port engine
had completely failed when the
plane was 4.000 feet up. Benitz
headed his plane towards the coast
in order to avoid a mountain, and
by fine airmanship succeeded In
reaching his base and landing safe-
lv. He showed great courage and
determination.” — (U.P.).

STANDARD.

1942.

Volunteer

LONDON, April 6.

t The cilation said that “through-

PILQT Officer Frank Malcolm |out this, the airman showed great

zenitz, of the Royal Tanadian
| Air Force, who was bdrn in Bue-
' nos Aires in 1917, has been award-
ed the distinguished Flying Cross
for his exploit during a raid on
Naples in Qctober, 1941,

After a successivl attack, one
engine began to fail and Beniiz
discovered that several of his
bombs were still hung up.

Although the aircraft was losing
{height, the pilot changed his
course for an alternative target
and released bombs on a heavily
defended area at Palermo and
finally reached his home base and
landed safely,

courage and determination,” —
(A.lf.).

Pilot-Officer Benitz is the only
son of Mr. and Mrs. Willie Be-
nitz, of La California, F.C.C.A.,
and his sister is Mrs. Keith
Pryor.

HZducated at Stowe, he conti-
vued his studies at an agricul-

cural college in the United States
of America before returning to
this country to work on his fa-
':;hi-'s estancia.

very keen and promising po-
lo player, he left Argenting abf:t

a year and a half aso ta volun-
teer.

—

D.F.C. For Argentine
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Benitz ’39 Awarded
Cross With R.C.A.F.

George Ward 10 is the source of
the information of the awarding of
the Distinguished Flying Cross to
Malcolm Benitz '39, member of Illi-
nois Eta,

The_ story as it was carried on |
| the wires of the United Press, fol-

lows:

“AR.AF. Pilot Officer Frank
Buenos Aires, where his family
live, has been awarded the D.F.C.

“Benitz, when a Sergeant Pilot
was captain of a plane which at-
tacked Naples one night in October
of last year.

“The citation states:

“After a successful attack the
port_ engine began to fail, when
Benitz on a course for his base dis-
covered several bombs still hung
up. Although the defective engine
gave little power and caused the
plane to lose height, Benitz changed
his course for an alternative target
and finally dropped the bombs on
a heavily defended area in Palermo.
“By this time the port engine had
completely failed when the plane
was 4,000 feet up. Benitz headed

Malcolm Benitz, R.C.A.F., born in.

(Continued on Page 2)

| across yet! The whole place is one |

(Continued from Page 1) |

his plane toward the coast in order |
to avoid a mountain and by fine
airmanship succeeded in reaching
his base and landing safely. He
showed great courage and deter-
mination.”

We are indebted to-George Ward
10 for sending us a copy of a letter

from William A. Benitz '11, of
LaCalifornia, Argentina.
The letter, dated Feb. 12, men-

tions that his son, Malcom Benitz
’39, also an Illinois Eta Phi, is a |
pilot officer in the R.AF. and was |
recommended for the British Dis- |
tinguished Flying Cross, being sta- |
tioned in Malta,

Flies Heavy Bomber

Brother Benitz continues: “Ger-
ry, his best friend and my son-in- |
law’s brother, since then, one of my |
nephews, has been killed. There are |
about twenty of my family connec- |
tions' sons fighting, mostly in the |
Air Corps. I fear for them all, par-
ticularly my son, as you can well
imagine. He is flying heavy bomb-
ers, yet there is no alternative, we
must fight for what we believe to
be right, and by ‘we’, I mean those
of us educated in U. S. A. or Eng-
land. We don’t quite synchronize
with the Latin Argentines, as our
ideals and morals are not quite the
same so we keep out of local politics
and attend to our own business un-
molested.

“T eannot criticize the Argentine
or Chile for being evasive at the
Rio conference. They have not re-
alized the danger of a Nazi con-
trolled world and may be influenced
by the well organized Nazi and fifth
columnist activities which put Am-
erican and British efforts in the
shade. I could say a lot but it's too
late. Something like slackness at
Péarl Harbor and the loss of Prince
of Wales and Repulse and now
Singapore. I don’t think I am
naturally a pessimist because I
have always held my head up, been
on my toes, and hoped for the best.”

Malcom Benitz wrote something
of Malta in one of his letters. We
quote:

Malta Amazing

“This island is really amazing. It
is fairly flat and like Cordoba at its
driest, with rock and stone walls
everywhere, And the smelliest dir
tiest towns and villages I've come |

solid rock, so you have to carve out '
a well, and it's grand for making

Benitz ’39 Awarded Cross With R.C. A. F.;
Letter Tells About

_Mt{.ch-qubed Malta

air raid shelters. They have masses
of terraced fields surrounded by
piled walls, and the soil is only sur-
faee soil. It was very dry when we
came, but it has rained a lot since
then, and it is quite green every-
where now. I was surprised to see
Ombu and Paraiso trees growing
here. We also get plenty of oranges.
The Maltese are a dirty lot and
smell as much as their goats, which
they drive around the towns in
herds and milk on the doorsteps.
The horses are small, of Arab ori-

in, and are very active for their
size. There are several cinemas in
the largest town, and they have a
good variety of shows. We used to
co swimming when we first came
here, but it's too cold now. Some
days are as cold as an average win-
er day at home.”
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Pll;l" Oliicér Malcolm Benitz,
RAF

MALCOLM
BENITZ
A POW.

EWS has just been re-
ceived by Mr. William

A, Benitz, of La California,
F.C.C.A, that his son, Pilot
Officer Malscolm Benitz,
R.R.F. who was reported
missing some months ago, is
now officially reported to be
a prisoner of war in Italy.

Pilot Officer Benitz has had an
adventurous career while in the)
Air Force. Some time ago he was
mentioned for the way he brought
his machine home after a bomb-
ing raid on Naples. His bomber |
had been hit by flak, and was
losing height, but instead of
dumping his bombs anywhere, he
flew over Palermo harbour and
dropped them rullere, getting back
to his base safely.

He was hit by shell splinters
while in another raid, and spent
four or five monts in hospital in'
the Near East. On the active list
again, he was reported missing'
some while ago, though this fact
was not made public.
| The news that he is a prisoner
of war will come as a relief to
his relatives and many friends in
this country.

' Big Bombs
i In
~ B. Aires

WEI.L-KNOWN to citizens
of Berlin, the four-ton
“'block-busters” of the R.AF. |
— in wooden models — were
yesterday evening shown to a
large party of Argentine
Army and Navy officers who,
together with a group of
specially invited guests, at-
tended an exhibition of Royal
Air Force equipment, present-
‘ed by Air COommodore An- |
|drew A. Walezr, R.AF,, |
'D.F.C., MO, Air Attaché to
| HB.M, Embassy at the Circu- |

|lo Militar yesterday evening. |

i

The club’s gymnasium was clut- "
tered with the “wardrobe” of the |
' RAF, that star performer in the
drama of blood which the wandl
endures. Organised by the Infor- !
mation Depariment of H.B.M. |
Embassy, the exhibition included
photfographs, armament, model f.
plan<s, bombs — from the sualler
sizes to the Berlin-busting four-
tonners — and every conceivable
piece of flight equipment,

Bigger than the average wind-
mill iank, the immense bombs &t
present employed by the R.AF,
immediately caught the visitor's
attention, producing a sense of
awe at the thought of their de-
siructive power. =t

The ceremony was attended by |
General Edelmiro J. Farrsll, vice-
president, Gral. Basilio Pertiné,
Mayor of the city of Bs. As., Ge-
nerals: Angel M. Zulucaga, and
Juan N. Tonazzl. Sir David Vic-
tor Kelly, K.C.M.G., M.C., Mr.
H. Hadow, M.C., Counsellor to
H.B.M, Embassy, Mr. C. A, E.
Shuckburgh, First Secretary to
H.B.M. Embassy, Sir Robert
Burton-Chadwick, Mr. S. R. Ro-
Eiriscn, Press A taché to H.B. M.
Embassy, Colonel K. R. Stirling-
Wyllie, Military Attaché to HB.M.
Emiassy, Mr, R, H. Havendicke,
Assistant Air Attaché, Payr, Com-
mangder, Lloyd Hirst, R.N. and
Mr. Alfred Roberts, of the Infor-
mation Depariment,

Main attraction was the flyer’s |

1943.

STANDARD
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ARGENTINE HEROES

Mhotographs of 10 Argentine
herces of the R.A.F were shown,
“a“h was accompanied by a ge-
tulled account of service.

Lieut. M. H. Middleton, RAF,
V.R. DF.C. Lieut.Cnel, J.MacDou-
Gali, R.A.F, D.F.C. killed in ac-
ton, Captain, K.IL. Charney,
R.AP.V.R, D.F.C. Captain, J.
8. Wait, R.A.F.V.R, D.F.C,
missing; Sergeant, J. K. Rum-
boli, R.A.F.V.R., killed in ac-~
Llon, special mention: Lieut. J. C.
Becawith, R.C.A.F.. D.F.C.; 1st.
Lieit, F. M. Benitez, R.C.AF,
D.F.C.; Sergeant, F.A.B.G, Won-
dJan. RAF.V.R, D.F.M,: Cap-
tair J. A. Sword R.A.F.V.R,
L.F.C, killed in action; Captain,
id. J. Sanderson, R.A.F.V R,
D.F.C.; and 2nd, Lieut. J, 8,
Waiker, R.A.F.V.R D.F.C.

The photographs of several ajrs
craft models were alto exhibited
among which were: Mosquito,
Halifax, Lancaster, Short-Stir
ling, Bombrack, Spitfire, Sun-
derland, Hudson, Wellington,
Beaufort, Defiant, Hurricane,
Beaufighter, and Manchester,
There were also seen photos of
the (W.AAF, Training Com.
mand: Fighter command; Ajr-
sea Rescue; Transportation Come
mand; Balloon Command; Medi-
terranean Command: Observer
Corps; Maintenance Command;
Coastal Command; Bomber Com-

Suit with its electrical heating| mand, and also Bomber damage

driungement, which is used when
flying over 45,000 feet; also there
Were specimens of 250, 1000, and
4000 kls, bombs,

photographs.

After the ceremony the guests
were invited to the hall where
they were offered refreshments. |
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UN PILOTO ARGENTINO PERMANECIO 10 DIAS

S0 AVION SUFRiO

atAI0 ACGIDENTE

ABGEL (U. P.) — La Real Fuer-
za Aérea reveld que el oficial
Malgolm Benitz, argentino, biloto
de un bombardero Wellington, ¥
demgs tripulantes dey avion estu-
vieron nuyeve dias €n el mar en
un bpte salvavidas de goma, ali-
mentindose durante ese periodo
eon media libra de chocolate y do-
ee aspirinas, El aparato efectuuba
una operacion nocturna cuando ec-
g6 de funcionar uno de los.moic-
res. Benitz — que s6lo tiene 26
afios ¥ ya ha sido condecorado
con la Cruz de Vuelo Distingui-
‘do — tuve que descender al mar,
logrando posar al aparato sobre

. la superficie del agua después de

iluminar el lugar con sus podero-
sas luges de aterrizaje. Perecid
unp de los tripulantes y el bom-
bardero se hundi6 en 20 minutos,
.pera Benitz y sus copafieros ron-
siguieron salir de aqué]l y embar-
garse en el bote de goma, Por
fortuna e] tiempo ¢ra fresco y el
mar estaba calmo, Los tripulan-

_tes del Wellington racionaron cui-

 dadosamente su media libra de

chocolate, mas, seguramente, hu-
bieran muerto de sed si no hubie-
se llavido al quinto dia. Entonces
se les habfa acabado el chocolate,
pero gracias al agua pudieron vi=-
wir hasta que fueron recogidos en
1a mafiana del déeimn dia.

l
’
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EN UN BOTE EN EL OCEANO

s

e

Odisea de la Tripulacién de un
Avidn Britanico Conducido por
El Aviador Argenfine M. Beniter

Cunitel general aliado en Africa,
aﬂ. octubre 27 (UP) — Las _mtnrmﬂ:;
e las Reales Fuerzas Aéreas revelaron
we la tripulaciién de un bombardero

ellington, conducido por el oficial
de mmuﬁdad argentina Malcolm Be-
nitez, sobrevivié 8 dias y medio en el
mar, a bordo de un pequefio bote ¥y sin
otros viveres que media libra de choco-
late y doce pastillas de aspirina.

El avién habia participado en un atae
gue nocturno en el que resultd averia-
o uno de 1oz motores. El piloto Benitez,
de 26 afos, sue estd va condecorado
con la cruz de aviaciébn por servicio
distinguidos, empleando los potenuiz
faros de aterrizaje consiguié posar el
avidén sobre las olas. La operacién cos=
td«la vida a uno de los tripulantes.

El aparato se hundié rdpidamente, pe=
ro Bi;_mtez ylot;.o‘s cuatro ‘fipm£
cons. eron Instalarse en e u
bote de salvamento. Afortun:gj.gen
el tlempo fué fresco y el mar estuvo
en calma, pudiendo los nAufragos so=

portar dia tras dia racionando cuidado«

Bt I L N et -y PR )

gamente su media libra de ehm
Indudablemente hubieran mue
sed, pero tuvieron la suerte [ Tlo-
viera el quinto dia. Para enton ya
tiabian agotado su provisiién de choco-
late, pero aln asi resistieron hasta la
mafiana del décimo dia, en que fueron
recogidos. . Todos ellos estaban agota-
dos, pero se estin reponiendo rapida-
mente.

La ciudad natal de Benétez es La Ca-
Mfornia, provincia de Santa Fe.

Ea-0/-4 7 bfna_;df h\/

RGEL, 27 (United). — La R:al Fuerza Aérea

revelé que el oficial Malcolm Benitz, argen-
tino, piloto” de un bombardero Wellington, y de-
més tripulantes del avidon estuvieron nueve dias
en el mar en un bot: salvavidas de goma, ali-
mentdndose durante ese periodo con media libra
de chocolate v doce aspirinas,

E! aparato efectuaba una operacién nocturna
cuando cesé de
Benitz —que solo tiene 26 afios ¥ ya ha sido con-

decorado con la_Cruz de Vuelo Distinguido—
tuvo que descender al mar. logrando posar al
aparato sobre la superficie del agua después de

Malecolm Benitz, Pilsia Ar Jéﬂiﬁo en la
R. A. F., Estuvo 9 Dias Perd ido en el Mar

cionar unc de los motores.

iluminer el lugar con sus poderosas luces de ate-
rrizaje, Perccié uno de los tripulantes y el bom-
bardero se hundié en 20 minutos pero Beniiz y
sus compaiieros consiguieron salir de aquél ¥ em-
barcarse en el bote de goma. S

Por fortuna, el tiempo era fresco v ¢l mar
estaba calmo. Los tripulantes del Wellington
racionarcn cuidadosamente su media libra de cho-
cclate, mas seguramente hubieran muerto de sed
si no hubicse Hovido al quinto dia, Entonces se
les habiz acabado el chocolate, pero gracias al
aguz pudieron vivir hasta dctue fueron recogidos,

-— - = Y - - -

en la manana del décimo dia.

S ST i
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Maleolm Benitz. Piluto Argentino en la
R, A. F.. Estuvo 9 Dias Perd ido en el Mar

RGEL, 27 (United). — La R:al Fuerza Aérea

reveld aue el oficial Malcolm Benitz, argen-
tino, piloto de un bombardero Wellington, y de-
mas tripulantes de] avion estuvieron nueve dias
en el mar en un bote sgalvavidas de goma, ali-
meéntandose durante ese periodo con media libra
da-e!'locolate ¥ doce aspirinas,

E! apzrato efectuaba una operacion nocturna
cuando cesé de funcionar uno de los motores.
Benits e 56]o tiene 26 afios ¥ va ha sido con-
deco! “¢on la Cruz de Vuelo Distinguido—
tuve gque ‘descender al mar, Jogrando posar al

iluminar el lugar con sus poderosas luces de ate-

rrizaje. Perceio uno de los tripulantes v el bom-
bardero se_hundié en 20 minutos pero Benitz v
sus compaferos consiguieron salir de agué] v em-
barcarse en €l bot: de goma.

Por fortuna, el tiempo era fresto v «¢] mar
estaba calmo. Los t(ripulantes el Wellington
racionarcn cuidadosamente su media libra de cho-
colate, mas seguramente hubleran muerto de sed
si no hubicse |lovido al guinto dia, Entonces se
les habia_acabado el chocolate, pero gracias al
agus pudieron vivir hasta que fueron recogidos,
en la manana del décimo dia.

rlpar_:tto sobre la superficie del agua después de

LA PRERSA

BUENOS AIRES, JUEVES 28 DE OCTUBRE DE 1343

| Odisea de la Tﬁpulaiiéw- de
Avion Brifanico Conducido por
Bl Aviador Argentino M. Benilez

l Cuartel gen alindo en Africs, Ar-
ge!. octubre 2T(UP) — Las autoridades
| de 1as Realesucrzas Aéreas revelaron
lque 'la tripdlaciién de un bombardero
| Wellington, conducido por el oficial
| de nagionalidad argentina Malcolm Be-
| nitez, sobrevivid 9 dias ¥y medio en el
| mar, a bordo de un pequefio bote ¥ sin
lotros viveres que metiia libra de choto-
(date y doce pastillas de aspirina,

El avién habia participado en un alas=
que moctnrno en el .gue regulté averia-
do ung &rdos mofores. El plloto Benitez,
lde 26 afiof;- que c:té ya condecorado
gon la cruz de aviaeibn por servibios
distinguidos, empleandos los potenies
faros de aterrizhje consiguid posat el
avion sobre las olas. La operacién Cos-
td dawvida amno'de los tripulantes
|- Elaparato se hundié rapidamente, pe-
to Benitez y otros cuatro tripulantes
consiguieron instalarse en ¢l pequefio

LA CAPITAL — Jueves 28 de octubre de 1943

PROEZA CUMPLIDA POR
UN AVIADOR  ARGENTING
'DE LAS REALES FUERZAS

CUARTEL GENERAL ALIADO
EN AFRICA, 27 (UP).—Las auto~
ridades de la Real Fuerza Aérea
revelaron que la tripulacion de umn
bombardero Wellington, piloteado
por el oficial de nacionalidad ar=
gentina Malcolm Benitez, sobre«
vivio 9 dias ¥y medip en el mar, a
bordo de un pequenio bote sin otros
viveres que media libra de cho-
| colate y doce pastillas de aspiri<
na. El avién habia participado en
un ataque nocturno, en el que re-

bote de salvamento. Afortunadamente sulté averiado uno de le3z moto=

el tiempo fué fre;ml,v elﬁm‘ar estuvo 1es5.

en calma pudiendo los nAufrages s0- & ; E .

partar-dia tras dia racionande cuidado- El piloto Benitez, de 26 anos,
G~ gque estd ya condecorado con la

cruz de aviacién por servicios dis-
tinguidos, empleando los potentes
faros de aterrizaje consiguié po=<
sar ¢l avién sobre las olas. ILa
operacién costo la vida de uno de
los tripulantes. EI aparato se

gamente su media libra de choeolate.
Indudablemente hubieran muerto de

pero tuvieron la suerte de que llo-
wviera el quinto dia. Para entonces ya
habian agotado su provisiion de choco-
Jate, pero aiun asi resistieron hasta la
mmafiana del décimo dia, en que fueron

recogidos. Todos ellos estaban agota- hundié en 30 segundos, pero Be~
dos, pero se estir reponiendo rapida- nitez y otros cuatro tripulantes
mente. consiguieron instalarse en el pe~

La ciudad natal de Benétez es La Ca-

Lifoinis, provincia de Santa Te quefio bote de salvamento. Afor+
$ :

tunadaments el tiempo fué fresco
y la mar estuvg en calma, pudien-
do los naufragos soportar dia tras
dia racionando cuidadosamente su
media libra de chocolate. Induda=
blemente hubieran muerto de sedy
pero tuvieron la suerte de que Ho«
viera el quinte dia. Para entonces
| ya habian agotado su provisién de
chocolate, pero asi y todo resis< 1
tieron hasta la mafana del déci~ A
mo dia en que fueron recogidosg
Todos ellos estaban agotados, pe<
ro estin reponiéndose rapldamen=<
te. La ciudad natal de Benitez es
La California, provincia de Santa
Fe.




BUENOS AIRES HERALD|

(Buenos Aires
Day Editorial; Rivadavia 767,

-y

Herald, Ltd.)

Telephone: Avenida (33) 1551

Night Editorial: Rivadavia 767. Telephene: (33) 1551

THURSDAY, OC

NINE AND

TQBER 28, 1943

IN AN OPEN DINGHY

Half a Pound of Chocolate

and 12

FRICAN headquarters have now revealed how the

Aspirins

ALGIERS, Oct. 2¢.

crew of a Wellington bomber, piloted by an Argen-
tine, Flying Officer Malcolm Benitz, D.F.C., survived for
mne and a-half days at sea in a dmghy, lwmg on a half a
'pound of chocolate and twelve aspirins,

The plane was making a night
raid when one engine cut out.
Using powerful landing lights
26-year old Benitz was able to
stall the Wellington and set it
down safely in the sea, but cne
‘member of the crew was killed.
The plane sank in thirty seconds.
but Benitz and the other four
managed to scramble into the
dinghy.

Fortunately the weather was
cool and the sea calm as the men
drifted day after day, carefully
rationing their half-pound of
chocolate. If it had not been for
rain which fell on the fifth day
they would certainly have died of
thirst. By then the men’ had ex-
hausted the chocolate but the
water enabled them to survive un-

til they were picked up on the
mrn!ng of the tenth day. — (U.

AP O, W, IN ITALY

This news of an event which
occurred in November 1943 and
has now been released from Afri-
can Eeaad uarters, relates to

Officer Frank Malcolm

Benitz DFC., who had been

awarded his decoration in con-

nection with a bombing raid on
Palermo in A 1942,

After hls and a-half days’

lgly he was

an Italian hospital

ship, sinoe when he has spent his

time in varlous prisoner of war

camps in Italy.

=

I’ILOT OFEILE.{. MALCOLM
BENITZ, R.AF.

Meanwhile he had been posted
as missing and no news was re-
ceived by hiz family for several
months. at the end of which they
learned that he was safe and in
Italy, since when he has been
\ writing frequently. His first post-
card asked for clothing to be

short. He spoke of being well
treated and was as happy as pos-
sible under the circumstances. Tne
latest news from him comes from
a prison camp at Sulmone to the
north of Rome,

Born in this country his home
is at La California F.C.C.A_where
his father has an estancia of the
same name. He was educated at
Stowe. in England and later at!
iﬂinois Agricultural College, U. S

A HALF DAYS

T
i

sent as he found himself very}

Founded on May 1, 1801, by M. G, and E. T. M

ulhall, ?
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TEN DAYS IN
- A DINGHY

1 —

Malcolm Benitz’s

Adventure

|

|

i ALGIERS, Oet. 27.

WENTY-8IX year old Fly-

| ing Officer Malcolm Benitz,

I of the Royal Canadian Air
Force, from Argentina,

l how five members of the

of a Wellington bomber sur-

vived nine and a half days in

a dinghy in the Meditefra-

nean, with nothing more than

half a pound of chocolate and

| 12 aspirins,

Flying Officer Benitz had to

————t pancake his aircraft on the sea
engine cub

When the starboard
| out, just after starting on a
| night raid. The landing light
went out, leaving them in com-
plete darkness and the ’plane
| sank in half a minute,

Their chocolate was rationed
to last three days. “But for rain
on the fifth day,” said Benits,
“we certainly would not have
|surv1\red. We squeezed some
water out of our Mas Wests and
this kept us going.” The survi-
| vors were e~linusted when they
| were picked up. — (Reuter),
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Five Days Adrift

Drifting at sea in a small dinghy,
five members of a Wellinglon crew
survived for nine and a-half days
on half a pound of chocolate and
12 aspirins,

Their story has beea told by the
26-year-old pilot, Flying - Officer
Malcolm Benitz, D.F.C., of the Royal
Canadian Air Force, whose home
|is in the Argentine.

The bomber was making a might
raid on an enemy airfield when its
starboard engine &ut out, and it was
forced down into -the sea. One of
the crew was killed when the air-
craft hit the water, and the rest had,
only half a minuté to scramble into
the drqgh\ before the Wellington
sank.

Day a.{j;.‘r day they drifted with-
out seeing a ship. Their choecolate
lasted three days. Rain on I.hc‘
fifth day saved their lives, for they
managed to quench their terrible
‘thirst by squeezing out their wet
[Mae West lifebelts. They were in
I.m exhausted stale when picked up.
——
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TRAS ARRIESGADA ODISEA BELICA REGRESA M. BENITZ,

)
E Fuerza Aérea, Malcolm Benitz, de la conoci-
da familia de polistas de la estancia La Califor-
nia, hijo de don Guillermo Benitz, que hace ya
tiempo =e enrolara, como voluntario, en aquella ar-
ma britanica. Malcolm Benitz, que nacié en nues-
tro pals y cuenia en la actualidad 26 afnos, se ha
destacado por su accion e diversos combates en

-4

ella la Cruz de Vuelo Distinguido. A mediados de
octubre ultime fué protagonista de un accidente a
congecuencia del cual cayé prisionero. E! hecho,
que pudo costarle la vida, segin 'na informacidn
del comando de la Real Fuerza Aérea, fué el si-
guiente: Benitz, piloteando un bombardero We-
Iington, en compania de otros wvoluntarios, efec-

esperado en ésla, el joven oficial de la Real 4 la zona del Mediterraneo, habiendo merecido por ¢

ARGENTINO ENROLADO EN

que, por foriuna, el

El mismo comunicado antes mencionado
tiempo era fresco y el

tuaba una _o-pe\"aci('m nocturna cuande cesé de fun- @ del Wéllington y embarcarse en un bote de goma.
cionar uno de los motores y tuvo que descendeh al
mar, logrando posar el aparato sobre la superficie

agregaba
mar

del agua, después. de iluminar el lugar con pode-
rosas luces de aterrizaje. En la wmaniobra perecio
uno de los tripulantes y el bombardero se hundio
en menos de. veinte minutos, pero el.joven argen-
tino ¥ sus compaferos consiguieron salir a tiempo

estaba calmo. Los tripulantes del bombardero racio-
naron entonces cuidadosamente su media libra de
chocolate, mas seguramente hubieran muerto de sed
8i no hubiese llovido, eomo providencialmente ocu-
rrié, al quinto dia. Ya se les habia terminado el cho-

Pégina 3

LAS FUERZAS AEREAS

@ colate, y gracias al agua, pudieron resistir hasta el
décimo dia de andar a la ventura en el bote de goma,
en que fueron recogidos por un buque-hospital ita-
| liano, Segin datos gue el oficial Malcolm Benitz
hizo- llegar a sus familiares, fué luego internado en
un campo de prisioneros del Sur de Italia, siendo
despuss liberado por las fuerzas anglo-americanas

en su marcha por la peninsula,
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M. Benitz, Argentino y Piloto
de Ia R. F. A.. ha Llegado Hoy

EN un avién de la Panagra llegd esta tarde de regreso a su pairia el
aviador argentino de las Reales Fuerzas Aéreas, Malgolm Benitz, von-
culado a los circulos polistas de nuestro pals ¥ enrolado en el ejército de
Gran Bretafia al comienzo de la actual contienda bélica. A su arribo, el
joven Benitz fué recibido por su padre, el sefior Guilk2rmo Benitz, y por

familiares ¥ NUMeErosos. amigos
A pesar de lag reservas impuestas

| por las circunstancias, el piloto ar-

gehtino nayré, rodeado de los suyos
v de amigos, algunos aspeclos de la

| jucha aérea en Europa, especialmen-
| te diversos hechos en los cuales ac-

tud, juntamente con Otrog camara-
das, como protagonista. Recordd que
debido a su comportamiento en dis-
tintas acciones en el Mediterraneo
le fué conferida la Cruz de Vueld
Distinguido. Al referirse a la forma
en que habia caido prisionero de
los italianos, relaté el suceso en for-
ma vivida y en los siguientes ter-
minos: piloteando un_ bombardero
Wellington, en compafiia de otros
voluntarios, efectuaba una opera-
cién nocturna, cuyo desenlace dra-|
mitico fué un descenso forzozo en
medio del mar. Ademasg de morir
uno de sus camaradas, la mdéquina
se hundié en el término de un cuar-
to de hora.

Con una sangre fria que solo se
atlquicre c¢n tiempo de guerra, los
restantes tripulantzs del bombardero’
lograron salvar del desastre un bote
de gpoma, el el gue embarcaron, en
medio de la nache obscufa y sin mas
viverss gue media libra de choco-'
late. Amanecié el dia siguiente ¥
pasaren varios dias mdas sin ser des-
cubierios por nadie. El hambre em-
pezd a mortificaries mas que:la ana|
gustia de la incertidumbre, a lo que
se sumo la sed, calmada' va casi al
4érminn de. la odisea. por ung luvia
que les resultd francamente meJErG-
sa. Finalmente los naufragos fueron

za/uik 3

Malcolm Benitz, el piloto de las
R. Fuerzas, poco después de llegar

recogidos por un bugue hospital ita-
liano, guedande desde entonces €n
calidad de prisioneros, en ¢uya ¢on-
dicién fueron concentrados en el Sur
de Italia. El desembarco anglo-norie-
americana los librd de ese. cautive-
rio. pozando en la actualidad el Jjo-
ven Benitz de una licencia merecida;
aprovechada para volver al seno de
los suyos, donde fuf recibide hoy con
la emoecitn econsiguiente.
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“ MALCOLM BENITZ

ARRIVES

Maleoliu beniws, LG, WNo
arrived yesterday from Ottawa,
Canada,

Mr. Benitz, whose exploits while
serving with the Royal Air Force

. have often been detailed in the
cable news and in THE HERALD'S
“On Active Service” cclumn, was
met by many members of his
family and given the warmest of
l welcomes.

Mr., Malcolm Benitz is the son
of Mr. and Mrs. W. Benitz, of
estancia La California, Santa Fe.
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above their immediate

The portly porter at the
desk replied ‘‘Not yet” once
again to a quesstion put to
him innumerable times during
the past few days. Pilot Of-
ficer Frank Malcolm Benitz,
D.F.C,, R.C.AF, had not yet, |
arrived, though notice of the
landing of the Panagra plane
from Brazil had been receiv-
ed hours before from the air-
port,

And then, suddenly he was
there, getting out of a taxi ac-
companied by his parents, Mr. and
Mrs., William Benitz, and some of
the family.

But even when the slight boyish

was no stir and it was only by |
the fervour with which he was
received by a group of some half.
dozen friends who had been site
| ting there that it was evident this
| was no ordinary meeting.
| Pilot Officer Benitz had return.
ed to the land of his birth after
enduring more than the ordinary
hazards of war, experiencing
thirst and hunger in days and
nights spent in a rubber boat,
 {alling prisoner to the Italians,
and after receiving the coveted
award of the Distinguished Fly-
ing Cross for action over the Me-
diterranean.

It will be recalled tlwat Pilot Of<
ficer Benitz, who belongs to the

figure entered the lounge there | j¢

well-known family of polo players
of Estancla La California, was
piloting a Wellington bomber dur.
ing a night operation which end-
ed in a dramatic and forced land-
ing in the sea. One of the crew
was killed and the ’'plane sank
within a quarter of an hour, buf
the rest managed to save a rub-
ber boat into which they climbed
fu the darkness of the mnight,
without any food save half a
pound of chocolate,

Several days passed before they |
were discovered by anyone. Tor-
tured by hunger, thirst and un-
certainty,, their worst sufferings
were relieved by what appeared
to be a miraculous shower of rain
almost at the end of their Odys-
| sey, before they were rescued by
| an Italian hospital ship and ta-

ken prisoner, being sent, subses

PILOT OFRICER
BENITZ ARRIVES

THERE was an air of quiet expectancy just

inside the hotel though few people were
passing in or out through the main door and
the small number of occupants of the lounge
were so scattered that not even a murmur rose

conversations.

Pilot Officer Frank Malcolm Be-

nitz, D.F.C., R.C.AF., who arrived

yesterday in Buenos Aires by air,
from Canada,

quently, to a prisoner-of-war camp
in Southern Italy.

Liberated by the Italians aftei
the armistice, Pilot Officer Be
nitz eventually arrived in Cana-
da, . and the news that he was
shortly expected bhack in this
country created a great sti
among his many friends and tht
large public which has followet
with interest his brilliant and ad-
venturous career in the Royal Ca-
nadian Air Force.

EL _ GRAFiCco
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Malcolm Benits, que es un excelente piloto
condecorado dos veces, jugaba aqui al polo. Es
de Las Rosas, F. C, C. A,, y aparece con su
prima Margarita Sympson, de estacion Monte
Buey, F. C. C. A, y que es actualmente en-
fermera del ejército britanico.

31 MARZO, 1944




